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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO:  Superintendents, Principals, Curriculum Directors, Guidance Counselors          
 
FROM: Caterina Blitzer, Office of Curriculum and Instruction  
  
DATE: December 4, 2009  
 
SUBJECT: Indiana’s Academic Standards for Heritage Language Learners   
 
The Indiana State Board of Education adopted the Indiana Academic Standards for Heritage Language 
Learners (HLL) and three new high school HLL courses at the December 2, 2009 Meeting.  The 
standards provide a hybrid blending English/Language Arts standards with world language standards to 
provide a complete language experience for heritage language learners.  A heritage language is the 
language other than English spoken in the home of Indiana students.  The standards can be applied to 
various languages.   
 
Department staff, Indiana teachers, community members and content experts at the university level 
locally and nationally collaborated to draft the standards that support the development of biliteracy 
by the study of English and a student’s heritage language.  Indiana’s Academic Standards for Heritage 
Language Learners set forth expectations for courses in grades 9 – 12 to expand their bilingual range, 
increase literacy skills, and provide opportunities to learn more about the language and their cultural 
heritage.  The standards document will be available at the IDOE site:    
http://dc.doe.in.gov/Standards/AcademicStandards/index.shtml. Course descriptions for levels I, II and 
III will be made available at the State’s Course Titles and Descriptions document at 
www.doe.in.gov/publications/courses.html .  

 
World language teachers may wish to assess whether a heritage language student’s placement is more 
appropriate in a heritage language course of study or a world language course of study.  Proficiency 
levels can be determined by assessing a student’s listening, speaking, reading, writing and 
comprehension skills using a locally-determined measure to determine student placement in a  
Language for Heritage Speakers Course and to develop instruction to meet the students’ individual 
language needs.   
 
Although the new courses will not immediately appear on the approved high school course list, the 
State Board of Education adopted a blanket nonstandard course approval that authorizes schools to 
offer the new courses immediately.   

 
 
   


